Elections
Relations low – simultaneous presidential elections, foreign policy, Syria, Georgia and Iran
Nordic Intel 10/2 – Nordic Intel is based in Helsinki, Finland, and provides a professional research and analysis service focused on the Nordic Region and surrounding countries in Northern Europe, specifically: Denmark (including Greenland and the Faroe Islands), Finland (including the Åland Islands), Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Estonia, Russia (“Sources of tension between the United States and Russia,” http://nordicintel.com/sources-of-tension-between-the-united-states-and-russia/)

The sources of tension between the United States and Russia reflect an increasingly assertive Russia that seeks power and influence enjoyed during the Cold War and currently enabled by its rapid economic growth. The United States meanwhile has no intention of giving up its role as the world’s only superpower and seeks to limit Russia’s resurgence as it simultaneously deals with conflict and instability in the Middle East and a rising China. This has been a difficult year in US and Russian relations given both countries had or will have presidential elections (Russia: March, US: November). Given a substantial number of Russians and Americans are mutually suspicious, both Putin and Obama/Romney cannot appear weak in their foreign policies, which limits opportunities for rapprochement. This of course may subside after the US elections. This year also saw ongoing conflict in Syria, elections in Georgia and continued uncertainty about Iran, all of which form points of tension between the US and Russia. The outcome of the US presidential election and how these current conflicts and points of tension develop over time will define the future of US and Russian relations and whether both countries can eventually find policies that are compatible with their respective interests. We predict, however, more of the same over the next few years and whilst economic ties will continue to grow, strategic political and military differences will cause both the US and Russia to continue viewing each other with suspicion and motivate them to usurp each other’s interests, either through their veto in the UN Security Council or economic, political and/or military support to their allies or proxies around the world.
Relations low – Magnitsky
What The Papers Say 10/3 – Russian newspaper ("RELOAD COULD NOT LAST LONG," Lexis)

Sergei Lavrov: That's a wrong premise, you know. Whatever happens to the Jackson-Vanick amendment, the Magnitsky Bill will be adopted in any event. In fact, it's wrong to reckon that its adoption is the price to be paid for abolition of the amendment. There is the opinion on the Capitol Hill that the bill in question is a must in itself. Moreover, a good deal of its promoters maintain that abolition of the Jackson-Vanick amendment is nothing Russia has deserved yet. It is the people who do not really know what they are talking about who claim that the USAID situation became the last straw compelling American legislators to pass the Magnitsky Bill. The bill in question is a symbol for everyone who would like to sour the American-Russian relations. These people mean to o what they can to accomplish their objective. We warned the U.S. Administration that adoption of the Magnitsky Bill would complicate the bilateral relations. Our partners there replied that they knew it and they were sorry but President Barack Obama could not help backing the bill when its time came.
Relations low – reset failure, missile defense, human rights and Syria
Turkish Weekly 10/3 (“Lavrov Says Russia-U.S. 'Reset' Can't Last Forever,” http://www.turkishweekly.net/news/142988/lavrov-says-russia-u-s-39-reset-39-can-39-t-last-forever.html)

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov has said in an interview published on October 2 that Russia and the United States should do more to strengthen mutual economic ties because the "reset" in relations cannot continue forever. U.S. President Barack Obama called for such a reset before taking office in 2008. But relations have been strained by differences over issues such as missile defense, human rights, and the conflict in Syria. Lavrov, in a wide-ranging interview with the "Kommersant" daily, said a "reset" cannot last forever, as "otherwise it would not be a reset, but a program failure."
Relations low – Syria, Iran and USAID kickout
Rose 9/25 – American television talk show host and journalist (Charlie, “Transcript of the interview of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Russia S. Lavrov in the "Charlie Rose Show" September 25, 2012,” http://www.mid.ru/brp_4.nsf/0/AA2717B6D3A06B8944257A870046FDB1)

CHARLIE ROSE, PBS NEWS HOST: Welcome to the program. Tonight a conversation about Russia and its foreign policy with the foreign minister Sergey Lavrov. He has served as Russia's foreign minister since 2004. He is in New York for the United Nations General Assembly. The continuing conflict in Syria is the central focus. President Obama spoke about the issue earlier today. CHARLIE ROSE: Russia and China have vetoed Security Council resolution to increase pressure on Bashar al-Assad's government three times. Meanwhile the killing in Syria continues there're up to 30,000 estimated dead. The impasse over Syria is just one of the many strains on relations between Russia and the United States. Iran is another, so is distrust over NATO's missile defense shield. Earlier this month the Kremlin asked USAID, the U.S. Agency of the International Development to leave Russia. I'm pleased to have Sergey Lavrov back at this table. Welcome.

National polls not key – state by state analysis better. 
Smith 12. [Adam, political editor, “The tricky 2012 math for President Barack Obama” Tampa Bay Times -- October 11 -- http://www.tampabay.com/news/politics/national/the-tricky-2012-math-for-president-barack-obama/1196157]
[bookmark: _GoBack]For all the attention on national polls, presidential elections are really a series of state contests. Republicans have reliably red states, Democrats have reliably blue states, and the battle invariably is for the eight to 12 states that can go either way.
